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Township of east Fallowfield 

Historical Commission 

 

Meeting Agenda 

July 3, 2024 

 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

II. Roll Call 

III. Review and Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting  

IV. Discussion of Open Issues 

• Missing Historical Commission Records 

• Copies of Jane Dorchester’s research were donated and have been retained 

by Chester County archives.  Arrangements made to retrieve copies, which is 

ongoing. 

• Several binders have been recreated, other copies located and placed in the 

filing cabinet. 

• Community Park – Strunk Fallout Shelter 

• Chad Peterson to retake photo survey if access can be provided. 

• 30 Loop Road  

• A parcel 47-7-29, a Township Class I historic resource, listed in the National 

Register; Ercildoun Historic District, formerly known as the James Fulton 

Tenant House.  Property included in the National Register Ercildoun Historic 

District, and as such, all renovations must adhere to Zoning regulations for 

historic districts. The owner has undertaken extensive interior demolition and 

other work. 

• Owner has requested the option to install metal roofing. The Historical 

Commission advised the Owner that the main house structure shall be re-

roofed using the wood shakes that had been previously approved by the 

EFTHC.  Ancillary roofs such as the front porch, additions, and overhangs may 

be covered with standing seam metal roofing.  (see attached letter to owner). 

1. Utilizing metal roofing on the ancillary roofs requires a new submittal for 

the proposed metal roofing for EFTHC review. 

2. Owner has been advised that a permit is required for the new roof, and 

an application for same must be submitted prior to the Historical 

Commission review of new proposal. 

• The Board of Supervisors decided to defer the issuance of a Certificate of 

Appropriateness by tableting the matter until such time as the Historical 

Commission has reviewed and approved of all of the materials proposed for 

use in the renovation. 

• Owner’s rep has submitted new schematics and window submittal cuts 

for review (see Attachment 2) 
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1. Advised owner’s rep that the submittal still lacking information requested 

pertaining to window casing and millwork.  Submittal marked with 

preliminary comments. 

 

• 2960 Strasburg Road 

• Tax parcel 47-4-96-E, a Class II Township historic resource, formerly a one-room 
schoolhouse, and Mt. Carmel Church. A new split cedar shake roof has been 
installed, as well as some demolition and general clean-up activities. 

• Owner’s rep requested a copy of the letter for zoning hearing board.  
EFTHC reiterated that letter has been addressed to the zoning hearing 
board, and would be provided at such time as a hearing is scheduled. 

• America250 PA Chester County 250 Commission 

• BOS has joined other county municipalities in preparing for the 

upcoming events. 

• Suggestion to recommend that the Board of Supervisors establish a 

committee or subcommittee comprised of volunteers to organize and 

create Township activities as a part of the county and state 

celebrations. 

• Certified Local Government (CLG) 

• Further investigation as to costs and value to the Township being 

evaluated. 

• East Fallowfield Elementary School 

• Presently scheduled for demolition by the Coatesville School District, no 
new updates. 

• Suggestion to formerly request that the Board of Supervisors officially 
advise the Coatesville Area School District of the school’s inclusion as a 
Township historic resource, and that they abide by all requirements of 
the zoning regulations as pertain to the resource. 

V. New Business 

• 1850 Goosetown Road  

• Tax Parcel 47-6-24.  Included in Township inventory of historic 
resources, described in Windshield Survey as a Class 2, stucco 
vernacular, with outbuilding ca. 1836.  Previously known as the 
Little Washington School (see attached photo). 

• Owner has requested an opportunity to discuss renovation plans 
with the Historical Commission (see Attached email message).  

• 250PA program – see attached correspondence from County to Wilson 
Lambert re upcoming events. 

VI. Attachments   

• See below 

VII. Motion to Adjourn 
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Attachment 1 – 30 Loop Road Letter re Roof Replacement 

 

TOWNSHIP OF EAST FALLOWFIELD 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

2264 Strasburg Road 

East Fallowfield, PA  19320 

(610) 384-7144 

 

2024 Members: 

Joe McCormick, Chairman  Chad Peterson   Buddy Rhoades    

Sue Monaghan, Secretary  Connie McLaughlin 

 

    

June 7, 2024 

 

Jeffery Harlan 

Hidden Valley Estates 

P.O. Box 1171 

20 Abbey Road 

Coatesville, PA  19320 

 

Re: 30 Loop Road Roof Replacement 

 

Dear Mr. Harlan: 

 

We are writing to try to clarify the situation regarding your proposed roof replacement and permit 
requirements for that work.  Mr. Lowrey has suggested that a permit is not required as the state code 
does not require a permit for roof replacements, and the state adopted UCC code supersedes any local 
requirements.  This is not true, and I call your attention to Title 34, Chapter 403 of the PA code.  Section 
403.102 Municipalities electing to enforce the Uniform Construction Code (i) states in part, that “a 
municipality may enact ordinances under this section which adopt additional code requirements 
for alterations or repairs to residential buildings.  Such ordinances and code requirements may be 
stricter than the requirements of the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) as adopted by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania.  You need only view the permit requirements stated on the Township’s website to see 
that permits are required for roofing projects.  
 
As far as the replacement of the roofs on your property, you have previously agreed to replace the 
existing asphalt roofing shingles with cedar shakes.  You submitted manufacturer’s data for the wood 
shake roofing material you proposed to install.  The Historical Commissions reviewed this submittal and 
approved the cedar shakes as being an appropriate roofing material for this historic resource, and 
recommended to the Board of Supervisors that a certificate of appropriateness be issued for the roof 
work.  As you are aware, the Board has deferred issuance of a certificate until all proposed materials 
(specifically windows) are submitted to the Historical Commission and are approved. 
 
At the Historical Commission meeting held on June 5, 2024, you requested that you be permitted to install 
a metal roof instead of the already agreed to and approved wood shake roof for the structure.  My 
response was that using the metal roofing material was not acceptable.  I would like to expand upon that 
response.  The Historical Commission is not willing to approve a substitution of a metal roof for the wood 
shakes on the main house structure, however installing standing seam metal roofs on the ancillary roofs, 
such as the front porch, the shed roofs on the north and west side additions, the overhang at the entry 
door to the additions, and the barn would be appropriate.  Should you want to install standing seam metal 
roofing in these instances, you would need to provide a submittal for review, and amend your permit 
application accordingly to reflect this work. 
 
Whether you elect to partially install metal roofing in addition to the wood shakes or not, as you have 
been advised by the Board of Supervisors and this Commission, your request for permit form must be 
completely filled out, and the appropriate fee paid to allow for the work to commence.  The Historical 
Commission would like to see this work completed as much as you do, and I know you will understand  
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that verbal assurances are not sufficient for approval and recommendation.  Documents reflecting what is 
actually proposed and will be installed in the renovation must be provided. 
 
In the interest of working with you to expedite the approval and recommendation process, the Historical 
Commission will review any new submittals and permit application upon receipt, and not wait for the next 
scheduled meeting.  If everything is in order, we would make a recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors immediately.  
 
We look forward to your cooperation in this matter. 
 
For the East Fallowfield Historical Commission, 

Joe McCormick 
Joe McCormick 

Chair 

East Fallowfield Township 

Historical Commission 

 

cc: East Fallowfield Board of Supervisors 

Scott Swichar, Township Manager  

Rob McLarnon 

 East Fallowfield Historical Commission 

 Tom Lowrey 
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Attachment 3 – 1850 Goosetown Road Inquiry 

 

 

 

Re: East Fallowfield historic inquiry 

Joe McCormick  

From:j.mccormick318@verizon.net 

To:Adam Donohue 

Bcc:Sue Monaghan,Sue Monaghan,Chad Peterson,Connie McLaughlin,Connie 

McLaughlin and 4 more... 

Fri, Jun 14 at 7:02 AM 

Thank you for your inquiry.  The Historical commission reviews building permit 
applications when the Code Enforcement Officer forwards the applications to the 
Commission.  An approval for work cannot be recommended by the Historical 
Commission without having the final plans and specifications provided with an 
application. 

The Historical Commission is always happy to meet with residents to discuss 
future work and offer suggestions and guidance to facilitate the permit process, 
but actual approval requires a building permit application. 

Joe McCormick  
Chair  
East Fallowfield Township  
Historical Commission  
 
Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS 
On Thursday, June 13, 2024, 4:40 PM, Adam Donohue 
<adamdonohue94@gmail.com> wrote: 

Hello Joe, 

My name is Adam Donohue. I live on 1850 Goosetown Rd, Coatesville, PA 
19320. I am planning a future home renovation on my property (which is 
classified as class 2 historic property). I am reaching out because I want to get 
approval from the historic commission before i continue with this process. I am a 
few years away from wanting to do any work, so I  not looking for permits, just 
an okay from you and your team. Thanks in advance. Feel free to contact me at 
my email or phone 610-620-5752.  

Thanks, 

Adam Donohue  

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/aol-news-email-weather-video/id646100661


Page 23 of 27 
 

Attachment 4  – Photo of 1850 Goosetown Road 
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Attachment 5  – Letter re 250th Celebration 
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